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ABSTRACT

Outlined are three instructional models that were
developed in a pre-service social studies course for junior vear
educatiocn majors. These interrelated mcdels are structured as
heuristic paradiams so that different types of content can be
included within relevant areas. Specific attitudes, concepnts, and
skills are related to appropriate content from the social sciences
--economics, geography, history, political science, sociology. The
attitude-content model is concerned with five attitude areas: social
responsibility, independent thinking, democratic iiving, empathy, and
group cooperation. The concept-content model considered bhoth the
emotional and intellectual levels of concept comprehension.
Accordingly, the skill-content model included affective and cognitive
objectives. (SBE)
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The three instructional wmodels, included in thils report, have
been developed by the author witn hls students in a pre«servie
soclal studies course for colleze Junlors that are education majors.
All three of these models sre structured as types of heuristic
paradigme. That is, there are many different types of content that
can be included within relevant areas. A basic value of these
models 18 that teadhers are offered a structural desizn before,
as well as during, thelr teachiny efforts, Also, in the area of
evaluation, it would seem that teachers can more clearly define
learning success Lf they have ldentified specific conceptual,
attitude, and skill aresas.

Figure I 18 an attitude-content model that the author has
used with many undergraduates for open~ended dlscussion purposes.
The baslic use of this model requires the relevant ccnnection of
specific content from verious soclal sclence disociplines with a
specific attitude. The five attitude areaz ir the model have the
following operational definitions:

i. so0clial responsibllity or respect for obligation to

obe& the rules of the home, sehonl, and communitye.

2. independent thinking or the desire ta think on a
wore individual level,

30 dom&oratlc living or the growth of improved attitudes
toward inoreasing respect for other people's equal
rights,

k. ombathy or developing the ability to relate and

_ 1deﬁt1fy mors closely with other people's situations.

5. group cooperation or developing more fevorable
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attitudes tousrd woririiz wore effectively with others.l
munen of the toples in she nudel are broad »nd onen-onded ho

encourqage ocoadtinuous researcn =and assimilstione Teschers should

)

levelop waese atblitudes in €ae .aeariny sease derined oy udwards

45}

id Bedder®e BCHATAS Ceilied an attloude wa “tie degree of positive
orT nesaclive feelinz sxpressad sboab so.: ssycholorical object.“z
itzpqers dei'laed an attltulde as "a {ait 1dea or zrown of idass wnich
gets persoms to act in relatiaoan to suselilc objeaobs taat arouse

such feelings."a

A8 a resull of an attitude questionnaire study dealing with
the flve weutloned agtitude are:s «laialstered to 245 foursi,
fifth axd sixbth araie cnildren, the attiiuda of indepaadeat
thinking nad the lowest favoravle attitude score in oomparison
with tne otaer four attitude areas. insrefore, the use of such
& u2i2l as shown la Flaure 1 aigot heln Lo davelop more favorable
attitudes in chilidezn 2w’ thelr taachers,

fizures I[I and 1I{I nave Leen used witin same strustural
rationale as Ficuees I. That 18, specific eoncents and askilis
have been raiated to apsprooriate content {rom the various svwcial
sciencesy Idaaily, the sxilis uwodel should he interwoven, meane
ingfully with the attitudes and concents models.

Allport deflued a concent as ¥any intellectuslized category
on any zlven understood mental level, by btile learnsre, aad that
any concept has vobth aa emotionnl and/or intellectual level of
comprehensioh.‘u It 18 vital that teaciers of young cnildren are

aware of thia dual comprehenslon level of concepts, as onildren

learn something first on an arfective ievel, and learn to intele



lectualize or apply verbal labels at later maturity. In the
elementary aschool social studles programs, chlldren in the early
primary grades can develop democratic attltudes in a classroom
befcre they can verballze the meaning of these experiences. If
teachers walted until children could verbalize such abstract terus,
fhen it may be too late., Although no complete panaceas are claimed
for any of these models, they should promote greater intelleetual
and emotional growth, if used by teachers who are willing to
innovate and change themselves,
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Flgure 11
Concepts Xodel

Pagt events oause present conditions in history,

Great leaders helped change their times as wsllas being
affected by then.

Certain evenis in history can drestioully chanze future
direotions.

Man and his physical enviornment are interdependent,
The locatlion of an area greatly deter:ines the people's
way of life,

Hatgral resources are distributed unsvenly around the
world.

In a demoeracy, people help to make laws,

Certain laws are necessary if a socisty is to funotion.
Our Asericsn government works on & checks snd balance
syeten,

As prices rise, the yreal valus of a doliar goes down,
wWhen demand exceeds supply, the sost of goods will be
highe

Conservation of nastural resources helps s country to
stay strong.

The family 18 a primary social huwan institution.
American soolety 18 made up of many different ethnie,
soclel and economic groups,

In an open soclety, a person can rise soocinlly by his
abllity, unlike a closed soclety where social status is
determined by birth rather than ability.




1. History - atructure - study the relationships hetween past persons,
' tizmes, and events,
8kills « (a). ability to differentiats primary and seeondary

(b)s

(0)0

().
(e).

2+ Geography - structure -

skills-(a),
(b)e

(Q)o
(Q}c

(e)e

Se Politionl

4.

belence - struciure -

akills ={8a),

(b).how checks and balunces syster operates and itas

(0)0
(a)e
(0).

Economios -« structure -

akilla~(s),

(b)e
(3)0
(d).
(Q’o

Flgure II1
okills Hodel

a0Urcas,

abllity to critiocally evaluate validity of
gources,

abllity to judge ideas or studled evidence
rather than opinion,

ability to write brief bioyraphies without
eulogizing or debunking.

abllity to interpret and write time 1line chartss

wpproseh by eulture, vhysiocul locuwtion, econ=
oemic wealth, politicel nawe

to locsate specific arens of the vorld,

L0 define umna apply technlosal terms such as
lutitude, longltude, hemisphere and others

to demonstrate the use of scale and koy on raps,
to define znd apply the concept of distortion &
wnd different uses of humoloscene, mercator,
polar muaps,

to explaein the effect of location on climste
arki types of living,

looul, atate, natilonsal, international politicwl
structures :

how und why ,overmments zt each level ure so
organized, ‘

tdvantages and disadvanteges,
to contraat types of government such as dictutors
8hip, democracy, monerchy.

to define and aprly parts andi funotion of the
constitution. :

the meaning of citiz.nship including rights
and dutias,.

upproach by individuel, local, state, national,
international economiec protlem aress, ‘
to define and upply key terms auch as Oross
National Product, money income, resl income,
«nd theory of supply and demand®

how the ereas of government and economios are
interdepentent. :

how the areas of geography and economics are

gg;egggvgggggtar soosiology and economics are
interdependent,

what attitudes in torms of economics mnd its
uses affect our acsaial classes
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